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Narragansett Bay Commission

• Own and operate the two largest 
POTWs in RI
• Field’s Point – acquired in early 

1980s

• Bucklin Point – acquired in early 
1990s

• Service 10 cities and towns

• 1,877 permitted industrial and 
commercial facilities

Field’s Point ~45 MGD

Bucklin Point  ~20 MGD



Industrial User Classifications



NBC Significant Industrial User Definition

▪ Firm is subject to Federal EPA categorical standards

▪ Firm discharges an average of 5,000 or more gallons 
per day of process wastewater

▪ Firm contributes a process waste stream which makes 
up 5 percent or more of the average dry weather 
hydraulic or organic capacity of the NBC's Treatment 
Plant

▪ Firm is designated as significant by the NBC on the 
basis that the user has reasonable potential for 
adversely affecting the POTW's operation or for 
violating any pretreatment standard or requirement



Determining SIU Status
• Subject to Federal Categorical Standards

• Currently have 39 CIUs (metal finishers, pharmaceuticals, non-ferrous 
precious metal formers)

• Permit applications
• Process Plans
• Inspections

• Discharge greater than 5,000 gpd
• Currently have 23 SIUs
• Permit applications
• Meter readings during inspections

• 5% or more of the average dry weather hydraulic or organic 
capacity of the POTW 

• Can adversely impact the POTW operations
• Currently have 2
• Based on process operations



Zero Discharge Facilities

• Recycled or disconnected categorical operations or chemical 
manufacturing operations - 10

• Other process operations that are disconnected or recycled – 37

• Mass finishing, machine shops, automotive operations

• Recycled or disconnected categorical operations or chemical 
manufacturing operations with non-contact cooling water or boiler 
discharges - 8

• Other process operations that are disconnected or recycled with non-
contact cooling water or boiler discharges - 7



Zero Discharge Facilities
• Wastewater discharges from process operations must be 

recycled or evaporated 

• All sewer connections in the process area must be 
permanently sealed

• Only sanitary discharges for categories 41 & 42

• Boiler and non-contact cooling water can be discharged to 
the sewer. Wastewater Discharge Permit are issued to 
these companies 

• Review permit applications, process and pretreatment 
system plans

• Verified during inspections

• Manhole sampling conducted up and down stream
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City of Somersworth, NH

• Somersworth is a City with a population of 12,027 (2020 census) and 
a WWTF designed to treat 2.4 MGD.

• The City employs six people to operate and maintain the treatment 
facility and four pump stations.  

• The City of Somersworth has had an approved IPP since 1984.  

• There are currently six permitted SIUs and two dozen businesses 
permitted in a Commercial Program.



Somersworth receives info about new users 
via wastewater survey questionnaires
• The questionnaires give us enough information to know whether a 

business can be categorized as “no permit required” or if we need 
more information.

• The following slides show some examples



Somersworth example 1

• Narrative description:  “design and manufacture of elastomeric hoses 
and plastic assemblies”…huh?

• Next step – what’s the SIC/NAICS codes?

• 3052/326220

• “This industry comprises establishments primarily engaged in 
manufacturing rubber hose and/or plastics (reinforced) hose 
and belting from natural and synthetic rubber and/or plastics 
resins.”



Could this be categorical?

• Research 40 CFR 428 and ended up with 40 CFR 428 subpart F…

• Medium size general molded, extruded, and fabricated rubber plants



Somersworth example 2

• Survey shows a business with the word “millwork” and floor drains 
and grease trap are checked off….

Next step was a quick look at their web-site and floor drains and grease 
trap don’t make sense.



A site visit to clear things up

• There was no grease trap.  Owners didn’t know what a grease trap 
was.

• There were no floor drains.  

The conclusion was that this business didn’t need a permit



Somersworth example 3

• There is a closed/capped landfill that has not been producing 
leachate in over a decade…turns out that there were clogged pipes 
and there is in fact leachate that needs to be discharged.

• The City asked for some analytical analysis and began to research



• 40 CFR part 445 – Landfills Point Source Category

• After reading through, it didn’t seem to apply….

• The City reached out to EPA/DES for an opinion and it was agreed that 
it didn’t apply

Is this categorical?
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