
20th Annual 
EPA/NERPCA 
New England Industrial
Pretreatment 
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΩǎ 
Conference



Industrial  Pretreatment Program Update
21st Annual Pretreatment EPA New England Workshop - October 22, 2019

Justin Pimpare ðEPA New England



40 CFR 403.2 

Objectives of general pretreatment regulations: 
ÅPrevent introduction of pollutants into POTWs which will 

interfere with POTW operation, including interference with its 
sludge use or disposal;
ÅPrevent introduction of pollutants into POTWs which will Pass 

through the POTW
ÅImprove opportunities to recycle, reclaim [reuse] wastewater 

and sludge

40 CFR 403.5 National Pretreatment Standards:
ÅPrevent Pass through and interference (including NPDES 

permit conditions, sludge, solid waste, RCRA, Clean Air Act, 
TSCA, MPRSA regulations)
ÅInfrastructure protection
ÅWorker health & safety

Federal Pretreatment Issues and Updates -- Review



ÅRulemakings & Studies

ÅInitiatives

ÅPretreatment Training & Technical 
Assistance

Federal Pretreatment Issues and Updates -- Overview



ÅNPDES Updates Rule
ÅEffluent Guidelines and Analytical Methods
ÅSteam Electric
ÅPetroleum Refining
ÅElectronic & Electrical Components
ÅCentralized Waste Treatment
ÅOil & Gas
ÅDental 

ÅManagement of Hazardous Waste Pharmaceuticals
ÅPFAS (Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances) 
ÅCROMERR vs. Electronic Reporting

Recent and Upcoming Rulemakings



Focus: Eliminate inconsistences between regulationsand application forms

Final Rule Published:  Federal Register on February 12, 2019
Effective:  June 12, 2019

Changes to: 40 CFR 122, 124, 125

Å40 CFR 122.21 ðNPDES Application form contents

Å40 CFR 122.44(k) ðFootnote added to supply BMP references

Å40 CFR 124.10 ðwebsite use for public notice of NPDES permit actions

NPDES Applications and Program Updates Rule

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/02/12/2019-01339/national-pollutant-discharge-elimination-
system-npdes-applications-and-program-updates

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/02/12/2019-01339/national-pollutant-discharge-elimination-system-npdes-applications-and-program-updates
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/npdes-application-forms
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/02/12/2019-01339/national-pollutant-discharge-elimination-system-npdes-applications-and-program-updates


EPA Webinars on October 1 and November 13

ÅEPA hosted webinars on October 1, 2019and November 13, 2019, to 
assist NPDES permit applicants with the completion and submission 
of their NPDES permit application forms. The webinars are open to all 
bt59{ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ 9t!Ωǎ bt59{ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ 
application forms and not state-specific NPDES application forms. EPA 
and state permit writers are also welcome to participate.

ÅWebinar 1: Overview of EPA's NPDES Permit Application 
Forms: October 1, 2019, 2 p.m. ς3:30 p.m. ET

ÅWebinar 2: Tips for Submitting a Complete Application and Answers 
to Frequently Asked Questions:November 13, 2019, 2 p.m. ς3:30 
p.m. ET



NPDES Permit Application 
Industrial User Information

Å40 CFR 122.21(j)(6)

Å(i) Number of significant 
industrial users (SIUs) 
and non-significant
categorical industrial 
users (NSCIUs), as 
defined at 40 CFR 
403.3(v), including SIUs 
and NSCIUs that truck or 
haul waste, discharging 
to the POTW; and 



Effluent Guidelines and Standards Planning
ÅFinal 2016 ELG Plan published on May 2, 2018
ÅSee: https://www.epa.gov/eg/effluent-guidelines-plan

ÅThe Plan discusses:
ÅNew Rulemaking to potentially revise certain requirements in the 2015 Steam Electric ELGs

ÅResults of 3 preliminary category reviews

Å3 Continuing and New Detailed Studies
ÅPetroleum Refining

ÅElectrical and Electronic Components (E&EC)

ÅCWT/Holistic Oil and Gas Study

ÅOther updates and announcements of new initiatives

https://www.epa.gov/eg/effluent-guidelines-plan


New Rulemaking: Steam Electric (40 CFR part 423)
ÅEPA promulgated revisions to the Steam Electric ELGs in November, 2015; compliance 

with new, more stringent PSES required by November, 2018

ÅEPA received petitions for reconsideration that raised wide-ranging and sweeping 
objections to the rule

ÅIn August, 2017, the Administrator announced his decision to conduct a rulemaking to 
potentially revise the new, more stringent BAT effluent limitations and pretreatment 
standards for existing sources that apply to bottom ash transport water and flue gas 
desulfurization (FGD) wastewater

ÅIn September, 2017, EPA finalized a rule postponing the compliance dates for the new 
PSES for bottom ash transport water and FGD wastewater in the 2015 Rule to 
November 1, 2020

ÅEPA projects a proposed rule in Calendar year 2019



3 Preliminary Category Reviews Completed
Battery Manufacturing (40 CFR part 461)
ÅWe did not identify any uncontrolled pollutants that represent a category-wide issue

ÅThe industry is trending to zero discharge

ÅFew discharges are not subject to current ELGs

ÅWe are not continuing to review this category

Miscellaneous Food and Beverage Manufacturing
ÅWe conducted a preliminary review of the miscellaneous food and beverage sectors not currently regulated by 

existing ELGs, e.g. distilleries, breweries, soft drink manufacturers

ÅMajority of pollutants are nutrients and conventional pollutants, e.g. BOD, TSS, and O&G

ÅDistilleries and soft drink manufacturers account for one third of pollutant discharges ςmost of which is to 
POTWs

ÅFurther review is not warranted at this time



3 Preliminary Category Reviews (Continued)
40 CFR part 433 (Metal Finishing) 
ÅOur preliminary review indicates that:

ÅProcesses that generate wastewater in metal finishing operations have not changed substantially since 
EPA first promulgated the Metal Finishing ELGs

ÅMost metal finishing facilities continue to use conventional chemical precipitation and clarification 
wastewater treatment technologies (the technology basis for the existing ELGs)

ÅEPA does not have, nor have stakeholders provided, any data to demonstrate that pollutants in metal 
finishing discharges are leading to environmental problems or causing issues for POTWs. 

ÅWe are not continuing the review of this category

ÅWe are aware that because these ELGs are specific to "operations" there continue to be questions 
regarding the applicability of the rule and we will continue to respond to those questions and 
engage with stakeholders



Study ςPetroleum Refining (40 CFR part 419)

ÅDetailed study of this category is ongoing

ÅInterested in effects of wet air pollution control and changing crude slates 
on wastewater characteristics

ÅCompleted a questionnaire effort: responses from 22 refineries, visited 9 

ÅWorking with industry representatives to develop a limited sampling 
campaign to better understand presence/ absence

of pollutants in refinery discharges

ÅThere are new technologies that treat nitrate, 

selenium, mercury and some toxic organics



Study- Electrical and Electronic Components (40 CFR part 469)

ÅPreliminary category review of this industry completed, initiating a detailed 
study for this category

ÅInformation collected to date indicates that there are changes in E&EC 
processes since promulgation of the ELGs, particularly for semiconductor and 
electronic crystals manufacturing 

ÅPreliminary information indicates the industry may now use different toxic and 
bioaccumulative compounds than covered by current ELG

ÅNACWA members expressed concerns about ammonia, sulfate, fluoride, 
copper and other metals, phosphates, pH

ÅData need: wastewater characterization resulting from industry changes and 
associated treatment technology information, and 
population of facilities



Study ςCentralized Waste Treatment (40 CFR part 437)

ÅCompleted a report that summarizes information collected to date specific to 
facilities managing oil and gas extraction wastewater
ÅSee: https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-05/documents/cwt-study_may-2018.pdf

ÅConducted site visits to a range of facilities (zero discharge, direct discharge, 
indirect discharge)
ÅReviewed permit limits and discharge data
ÅConducted sampling at two facilities
ÅReviewed available treatment technology information
ÅFound ~10 existing facilities discharging; many do not include adequate 

technology to manage pollutants found in the wastewater
ÅWe will continue to study these facilities as part of the Holistic Oil and Gas Study

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-05/documents/cwt-study_may-2018.pdf


Study ςNew Holistic Oil and Gas Study
ÅWe are conducting a holistic study of the management of produced water

ÅNot specific to an ELG

ÅHistorical approach of managing produced water via underground injection may be 
changing 
Åemerging constraints on underground injection of oil and gas wastewater
Ånew thinking on reuse, recycling, and renewable water, particularly in areas of water scarcity

Å¢ƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 
available approaches to manage wastewater from both conventional and 
unconventional oil and gas extraction at onshore facilities. 

ÅReview to include assessment of technologies for facilities that treat and discharge oil 
and gas extraction wastewater

ÅFollowing this study, EPA will determine if future Agency actions are appropriate to 
further address oil and gas extraction wastewater



Dental Pretreatment Standards ς40 CFR part 441

ÅRule overview:  Effective July 14, 2017 [New Source date]
Å Dental offices that place or remove amalgam must operate and maintain an amalgam 

separator (or equivalent device) and must not discharge scrap amalgam or use certain 
kinds of line cleaners
Å One-time compliance report and recordkeeping requirements  

Å Existing sourcerequired compliance date: October 12, 2020.

Å The rule is self-implementing and minimizes the administrative burden to federal, state, 
and local regulatory authorities responsible for oversight of the new requirements

Å Requirements for new and existing sources are the same except for timing of compliance

ÅEPA developed 2 FAQs to help Dentists and Control Authorities
Å Frequently Asked Questions for Control Authorities on the Dental Rule (40 CFR Part 441)

Å Frequently Asked Questions on the Dental Office Category Rule 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-05/documents/final_faqs_for_control_authorities_dental_category_final_rule_may_2018.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-12/documents/dental-office-category_frequent-questions_nov-2017.pdf


ÅFederal Register: 02/22/2019

ÅRule Effective Date: 08/21/2019

ÅRulemaking affected the following 
CFR parts:
Å40 CFR Part 261, 262, 264-266
Å40 CFR Part 268
Å40 CFR Part 270
Å40 CFR Part 273

Åhttps://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/final-
rule-management-standards-hazardous-
waste-pharmaceuticals-and-amendment-
p075

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 18

Management Standards for Hazardous Waste Pharmaceuticals and 
Amendment to the P075 Listing for Nicotine, 84 FR 5816

Webinar archived on March 4, 2019

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=e890c50a0ff246a8e05409a398695337&amp;mc=true&amp;node=pt40.26.260&amp;rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&amp;SID=e890c50a0ff246a8e05409a398695337&amp;mc=true&amp;r=PART&amp;n=pt40.27.268
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=e890c50a0ff246a8e05409a398695337&amp;mc=true&amp;node=pt40.27.270&amp;rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&amp;SID=e890c50a0ff246a8e05409a398695337&amp;mc=true&amp;r=PART&amp;n=pt40.29.273
https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/final-rule-management-standards-hazardous-waste-pharmaceuticals-and-amendment-p075
https://clu-in.org/conf/tio/HazWastePharmaceuticals_030419/


Regulation Excerpt:

Management Standards for 
Hazardous Waste Pharmaceuticals

40 CFR 261.4 Exclusions. 

(a)Materials which are not solid wastes.The following materials are notsolid wastesfor the 
purpose of this part:

(1)(i)Domestic sewage; and

(ii) Any mixture of domestic sewage and other wastes that passes through a 
sewersystemto a publicly-owned treatment works for treatment, except as prohibited by 
§266.505 and Clean Water Act requirements at 40 CFR 403.5(b)Φ ά5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǎŜǿŀƎŜέ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
untreated sanitary wastes that pass through a sewersystem.

40 CFR 266.505   Prohibition of sewering hazardous waste pharmaceuticals. 
All healthcare facilitiesτincluding very small quantity generators operating under §
262.14 in lieu of this subpartτand reverse distributorsare prohibited from discharging 
hazardous waste pharmaceuticalsto a sewer system that passes through to a publicly-
owned treatment works. Healthcare facilities and reverse distributors remain subject to 
the prohibitions in 40 CFR 403.5(b)(1).

Red text above is effective 08/21/2019, 84 FR 5816



Management Standards for 
Hazardous Waste Pharmaceuticals (continued)

Definitions 40 CFR 266.500

ÅHazardous waste pharmaceutical-ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ άǎƻƭƛŘ ǿŀǎǘŜΣ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
§ нсмΦнΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ нсм ǎǳōǇŀǊǘ / ƻǊ ƛǎ 
ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ нсм ǎǳōǇŀǊǘ 5Φέ

ÅΨHealthcare facilitymeans any person that is lawfully authorized toτ
Å(1) Provide preventative, diagnostic, therapeutic, rehabilitative, maintenance or palliative care, 

and counseling, service, assessment or procedure with respect to the physical or mental condition, 
or functional status, of a human or animal or that affects the structure or function of the human or 
animal body; or
Å(2) Distribute, sell, or dispense pharmaceuticals, including over-the-counter pharmaceuticals, 

dietary supplements, homeopathic drugs, or prescription pharmaceuticals.. . . This definition does 
ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎŜǳǘƛŎŀƭ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊǎΣ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎΣ ƻǊ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΦέ

ÅΨHousehold waste pharmaceuticalmeans a pharmaceutical that is a solid waste, as defined in 
§ нсмΦнΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ § нсмΦпόōύόмύΦ

ÅLong-term care facility

ÅReverse distributor



FAQ #1
1. The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Hazardous Waste Pharmaceuticals
Final Rule (February 22, 2019; 84 FR 5816) prohibits the sewering (i.e., flushing or pouring 
down the drain) of hazardous waste pharmaceuticals by healthcare facilities and reverse 
distributors (see 40 CFR 266.505). To which pharmaceuticals does the sewer prohibition 
apply?

Answer: 40 CFR 266.505 prohibits all healthcare facilities and reverse distributors from 
discharging any hazardous waste pharmaceuticalsto a sewer system that passes through to a 
publicly owned treatment works (POTW). The sewer prohibition applies to RCRA hazardous 
waste pharmaceuticals that are also controlled substances under the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) regulations and collected household pharmaceuticals (see 40 CFR 
266.506). We note that although the sewer prohibition applies to healthcare facilities and 
reverse distributors with respect to hazardous waste pharmaceuticals, EPA strongly 
discourages sewering of any pharmaceutical in any setting (with few exceptions, such as sterile 
ǿŀǘŜǊΣ лΦф҈ ǎƻŘƛǳƳ ŎƘƭƻǊƛŘŜ όǎŀƭƛƴŜύ ŀƴŘ wƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ ƭŀŎǘŀǘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴύΦ 



FAQ #2. What is a pharmaceutical for purposes of the Hazardous Waste Pharmaceuticals 
Final Rule? 
Answer: The definition of a pharmaceutical includes drugs for human or animal use, including 
prescription and over-the-counter pharmaceuticals, dietary supplements, homeopathic drugs, 
compounded drugs, investigational new drugs, as well as nicotine e-liquids packaged for retail 
sale and electronic nicotine delivery systems (e.g., e-cigarette or vaping pen). 

FAQ #3. When is a pharmaceutical considered a hazardous waste pharmaceutical?
Answer: A pharmaceutical is a RCRA hazardous waste if it is first a solid waste (i.e., a solid, 
liquid, semi-solid or contained gaseous material that is discarded) and that is also defined as a 
hazardous waste in 40 CFR Part 261. Solid wastes are defined as hazardous wastes if they are 
listed as a hazardous waste (i.e., on the P-list or U-list) and/or exhibit one or more of the 
characteristics of hazardous waste (ignitibility, corrosivity, reactivity or toxicity).



Who must comply with the Sewer Ban?

ÅAnswer:  40 CFR 266.505

ÅAll Healthcare facilities ςincluding very small quantity generators 
operating under § 262.14 in lieu of this subpart

ÅLong-term care facilities

ÅReverse distributors

RCRA/Pretreatment Program Regulation Revisions Hazardous 
Waste Pharmaceuticals Sewer Ban - continued



As a Pretreatment Control Authority, what 
am I responsible to do?
ÅAnswer: Implement your pretreatment program.

Note:  EPA has not established technology-based standards for discharges from 
healthcare facilities to POTWs, thus healthcare facilities are not categorical 
industrial users (CIUs). 

Healthcare facilities continue to be industrial users (IUs), defined broadly at 40 
CFR §плоΦоόƧύ ŀǎ ŀ ά{ƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ LƴŘƛǊŜŎǘ 5ƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜΣέ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
industrial users (SIU), defined at 40 CFR §403.3(v).

RCRA/Pretreatment Program Regulation Revisions Hazardous 
Waste Pharmaceuticals Sewer Ban - continued



As a Pretreatment Control Authority, what 
am I responsible to do?(continued)
ÅCan hazardous waste pharmaceuticals be discharged to the sewer 

from a healthcare facility or reverse distributor that has a 
pretreatment permit?

ÅAnswer: No. 40 CFR 266.505 prohibits all healthcare facilities and 
reverse distributors from discharging any hazardous waste 
pharmaceuticalsto a sewer system that passes through to a publicly 
owned treatment works (POTW), regardlessof whether the POTW or 
state has issued a pretreatment permit to the healthcare facility or 
reverse distributor. 

RCRA/Pretreatment Program Regulation Revisions Hazardous 
Waste Pharmaceuticals Sewer Ban - continued



As a Pretreatment Control Authority, what am I 
responsible to do? (continued)
ÅDoes the sewer prohibition apply to pharmaceutical manufacturers? 

ÅAnswer: No. The sewer prohibition does not apply to pharmaceutical 
manufacturers unless those same facilities are also reverse distributors.  

ÅWhile the sewer prohibition legally applies only to healthcare facilities and 
reverse distributors with respect to hazardous waste pharmaceuticals, EPA 
strongly discourages sewering of any pharmaceutical in any setting. 

Å9t!Ωǎ 9ŦŦƭǳŜƴǘ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ tƘŀǊƳŀŎŜǳǘƛŎŀƭ aŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ 
at 40 CFR 439 address CWA discharges of pollutants associated with the 
manufacturing industry.

RCRA/Pretreatment Program Regulation Revisions Hazardous 
Waste Pharmaceuticals Sewer Ban - continued



As a Pretreatment Control Authority, what am I 
responsible to do? (continued)
ÅWho will be responsible for enforcing the sewer prohibition?

ÅAnswer: The sewer prohibition of Subpart P will be enforced through RCRA 
inspections of healthcare facilities and reverse distributors by state or 
ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƭŜŀƴ ²ŀǘŜǊ !ŎǘΩǎ bt59{ ǇǊŜǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
also potentially apply and result in enforcement of requirements of the 
sewer prohibition if such requirements are adopted as part of a publicly 
ƻǿƴŜŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪǎΩ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǇǊŜǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  CǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ 
elements of the sewer prohibition may be reflected currently in the specific 
ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ōȅ ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǳǎŜǊǎ ƻŦ th¢²ǎ ƛƴ 9t!Ωǎ tǊŜǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ 
Regulations at 40 CFR Part 403.

RCRA/Pretreatment Program Regulation Revisions Hazardous 
Waste Pharmaceuticals Sewer Ban - continued



So what is it that POTWs are supposed to do?

OPTION ςAdopt the following into your Sewer Use Ordinance:

Prohibited Discharge Standard:

The discharge of pharmaceuticals, either listed or exhibiting 
hazardous waste characteristics, as defined in Subparts C, D 
and Appendices in 40 CFR 261 generated from healthcare 
facilities or reverse distributors is prohibited. 



Federal Biosolids Annual Reports
(EPA Biosolids Center of Excellence, Region 7)

2014

Before Electronic Reporting
(Approximately 2,400 paper submissions)

2017

1st Year of Electronic Reporting
(2,183 electronic submissions with 

640 paper submissions).

Achieving GoalsNPDES Electronic Reporting Rule Impact on Biosolids Data 

40 CFR part 127 (22 October 2015; 80 FR 64064)



ÅCROMERR = CROssMedia Electronic Reporting [Receipt] Rule 
[CROMERR]
Å40 CFR Part 3

ÅRequirements on the Receiverof the Data  

Åhttps://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-
05/documents/cromerr_potw_1.pdf

ÅNPDES Electronic Reporting Rule
Å40 CFR Part 127

ÅRequirements to submitCertain Data Elements and Certain reports

Åhttps://www.epa.gov/compliance/npdes-ereporting

CROMERR v. NPDES Electronic Reporting Rule

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-05/documents/cromerr_potw_1.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/compliance/npdes-ereporting


Guidance issued May 2018
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-
05/documents/cromerr_potw_1.pdf

άwƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΥ th¢² tǊŜǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳέ for POTWs that want to receivereports from 
their Industrial Users

ÅVerify Integrity of the Electronic Document

ÅVery Legal Validity of Electronic Signatures

ÅPrepare CROMERR System Documentation, If Needed 

ÅReview and Update Pretreatment Program 
Requirements 

CROMERR = CROssMedia Electronic Reporting Rule

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-05/documents/cromerr_potw_1.pdf


Roles and Responsibilities: EPA or Approved State 
Pretreatment Program Approval Authority

Specifically, upon notification from the POTW Pretreatment Program that the POTW wants to begin receiving reports 
electronically from its Industrial Users, the EPA Regional Pretreatment staff or Approved State  Pretreatment Program staff 
will:

1) Work with the POTW Pretreatment Program to assist in identification of programmatic authorities and

procedures that the POTW should modify to implement electronic reporting for its Industrial Users.

2) For solutions not CROMERR compliant out-of-the-box, receive the recommendation from the CROMERR       

Program that the CROMERR system documentation has been reviewed and/or revised as needed and 

determined to be CROMERR compliant.

3) Ensure that the POTW Pretreatment Program is aware of needed modifications to its programmatic and

procedural requirements to implement electronic reporting.

пύ wŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ th¢² tǊŜǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ

procedures in 40 CFR 403.18.



NPDES Electronic Reporting Rule: 40 CFR 127

Pretreatment Program Annual 
Reports in one EPA Region

(Region 9, 2009) 

DMRsreporting began Dec. 21, 2016

Biosolidsreporting began Feb. 19, 2017

Pretreatment Annual Reportsto begin 
reporting electronically Dec. 21, 2020
December 2023
NPDES programssubmit NPDES 
program data to EPA (data they collect 
and generate, such as inspections and 
enforcement actions).



Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS)

9t!Ωǎ tC!{ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ- February 2019

Draft Interim Recommendations to Address Groundwater 
Contaminated with Perfluorooctanoic Acid and 
Perfluorooctane Sulfonate (PDF)
ÅIssued April 25, 2019;  Open for comment through June 10, 2019

ÅDocket ID No. EPA-HQ-OLEM-2019-0229, athttps://www.regulations.gov

PFAS Research 
ÅEPA Method 537.1ςexpanded to include 4 more PFAS

ÅDrinking Water Treatability Database

ÅReducing PFAS in Drinking Water with Treatment Technologies

https://www.epa.gov/pfas

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-02/documents/pfas_action_plan_021319_508compliant_1.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-04/documents/draft_interim_recommendations_for_addressing_groundwater_contaminated_with_pfoa_and_pfos_public_comment_draft_4-24-19.508post.pdf
https://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/pfas/epa-pfas-research
https://cfpub.epa.gov/si/si_public_record_report.cfm?dirEntryId=343042&Lab=NERL&simpleSearch=0&showCriteria=2&searchAll=Determination+of+Selected+Per-+and+Polyfluorinated+Alkyl+Substances+&TIMSType=&dateBeginPublishedPresented=11/02/2016
https://oaspub.epa.gov/tdb/pages/general/home.do
https://www.epa.gov/sciencematters/reducing-pfas-drinking-water-treatment-technologies
https://www.epa.gov/pfas


What are PFAS and where are they found? 

ÅPer- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) are a group of synthetic 
chemicals that have been used for decades to manufacture 
household and commercial products that resist heat, oil, stains, 
grease, and water. PFAS have been used in many consumer 
products, including non-stick cookware, stain-resistant furniture and 
carpets, waterproof clothing, microwave popcorn bags, fast food 
wrappers, pizza boxes, shampoo and dental floss. They have also 
been used in certain firefighting foams and various industrial 
processes. Because of their widespread use, many PFAS, including 
perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS), 
perfluorohexane sulfonic acid (PFHxS), and perfluorononanoicacid 
(PFNA), have been found in our environment. 




